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Hic mecum licet, bic, Fuvence, quicquid 
In buccam tibi venerit, loquaris. Mart. 


5.2 T has hitherto been imagined, that though 

ye we have equalled, if not furpaffed, the 
ancients in other liberal arts, we have not 
yet been able to arrive at that height of | 
eloquence, which was poffeffed in fo amaz- | 





ing a manner by the Grecian and Roman Orators. Whether 
this has been owing to any peculiar organization of our 
tongues, or whether it has proceeded from our national 
love of taciturnity, I fhall not take upon me to determine : 
but I will now venture to affirm, that the prefent times 
might furnifh us with a more furprifing number of Fine 
Speakers, than have been {ct down by Tully in his treatife 
De Claris Oratoribus. Foreigners can no longer object to 
us, that the northern coldnefs of our climate has (as it were) 
5B purfed 
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purfed up our lips, and that we are afraid to open our 
mouths : The charm is at length diffolved ; and our people, 
who before affeéted the gravity and filence of the Spaniard, 
have adopted and naturalized ‘the volubility of fpeech, as 
well as the gay manners, of the French. 


Tuts change has been brought about by the public- 
{pirited attempts of thofe elevated geniuffes, who have infti- 
tuted certain fchools for the cultivation of eloquence in all 
its branches. Hence it is, that inftead of languid difcourfes 
from the pulpit, feveral tabernacles and meeting-houfes 
have been fet up, where lay-preachers may difplay all the 
Powers ‘of oratory in fighs and groans, and emulate a Wiite- 
field or a Wefley in all the figures_of rhetoric.—And not only 
the enthufiaft has his conventicles, but even the free-thinker 
boafts his Societies, where he may hold forth againft reli- 
gion in tropes, metaphors, and fimilies. The declamations 
weekly thundered out at Clare-Market, and the fubtle argu- 
mentations at the Robin Hood, 1 have formerly celebrated : 
It now remains to pay my refpects to the Martin Luther of 
the age, (as he frequently calls himfelf,) the great Orator 
Mackin; who by declaiming himfelf, and opening a 
fchool for the difputations of others, has joined both the 
above plans together, and formed the Britisu Inquisition, 
Here, whatever concerns the world of tafte and literature, is 
debated: Our rakes and bloods, who had been ufed to fre- 
quent Covent-Garden merely for the fake of whoring and 
drinking, now refort thither for reafon and argument; and 
the Piazza begins to vie with the ancient Portico, where 
Socrates difputed. 


Bur what pleafes me moft in Mr. Mack in’s Infti- 
tution is, that he has allowed the tongues of my fair 
country-women their full play, Their natural talents for’ 
Oratory 
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Oratory are fo excellent and numerous, that it feems.more 
owing to the envy than prudence of the other fex, that they 
fhould be denied the opportunity of exerting them. The 
remarkable tendency in our politeft ladies “‘ to talk, though 
** they have nothing to fay;” and the torrent of eloquence 
that pours (on the moft trivial occafions) from the lips of 
thofe females, called Scolds; give abundant proofs of that 
command of words, and flow of eloquence, which fo few 
men have .been able to attain. Again, if action is the life 
and foul of an oration, how many advantages have the 
ladies in this particular? The waving of a {nowy arm, art- 
fully fhaded with the enchanting flope of a double ruffle, 
would have twenty times the force of the ftiff fee-faw 
of a male orator: and when they come to the moft ani- 
mated parts of the oration, which demand uncommon 
warmth and agitation, we fhould be vanquifhed by the 
heaving breaft, and all thofe other charms, which the 
modern drefs is fo well calculated to difplay. 


Since the ladies are thus undeniably endued with thefe 
and many other accomplifhments for Oratory, that no 
place fhould hitherto have been opened for their exerting 
them, is almoft unaccountable. The lower order of fe- 
males have, indeed, long ago inftituted an academy of 
this kind at the other end of the town, where oyfters 
and eloquence are in equal perfection: but the politer 
part of the female world have hitherto had no further 
opportunity of exercifing their abilities, than the common 
occafions which a new cap or petenlair, the tea or the 
card table, have afforded them, I am therefore heartily 
glad, that a plan is at length put in execution, which will 
encourage their propeafity to talking, and enlarge their topics 


of converfation: but I would more particularly recommend 
ib 
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it to all ladies of a clamorous difpofition, to attend at Macx- 
L1n’s ; that the impetuous ftream of eloquence, which, for 
want of another vent, has long been poured on their fervants 
or hufbands, may now be carried off by another more 
agreeable channel. 


I coup not have thought it poffible, that this under- 
taking would have fubfifted two nights without fetting all 
the female tongues from St. Yames’s to Temple-Bar in 
motion. But the ladies have hitherto been dumb; and 
Female Eloquence feems as unlikely to difplay itfelf in pub- 
lick as ever. Whether their modefty will not permit them 
to open their mouths in the unhallowed air of Covent-Gar- 
den, I know not: but I am rather inclined to think, that 
the Queftions propofed have not been fufficiently calcu- 
lated for the female part of the aflembly. They might 
perhaps be tempted to debate, ‘* whether Fanny Murray 
or Lady 





were the propereft to lead the fafhion,;”— 
“ to what lengths a lady might proceed without the lofs of 
“* her reputation ;””—or ‘‘ whether the Beautifying Lotion or 
“ the Royal Wathball were the moft excellent Cofmetics,”’ 
It might alfo be expected, in complaifance to the fair fex, 
that the InquisiToR fhould now and then read a differ- 
tation on Natural and Artificial Beauty; in which he 
might (with that foftnefs and delicacy peculiar to himfelf) 
analyfe a lady’s face, and give examples of the ogle, the 
fimper, the fimile, the languifh, the dimple, &c. with.a 
word or two on the ufe and benefit of paint. 


Bur thefe points I fhall leave to Mr. Mackiin’s con- 
fideration: In the mean time, as it is not in my power to 
oblige the public with a Lady’s Speech, I fhall fill up the 
remainder of my paper with an Oration, which my corref- 
pondent is defirous fhould appear in print, though he had 


not fufficient confidence to deliver it at the InquisiTI0N, 


QUESTION 
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QUESTION. 
Whether the Stage might not be made more conducive to Virtue? 


Mr. INQUISITOR, 
H E ancient drama had, we know, a religious as 


well as political view ; and was defigned to in{fpire 
the audience with a reverence to the Gods and a love of 
their country. Our own Stage, upon particular occafions, 
has been made to anfwer the fame ends: Thus we may 
remember during the laft rebellion, befides the loyalty of 
the fiddles in the Orcheftra, we were infpired with a detefta- 
tion of the pope and pretender by the Nonjuror, the fefuit 
Caught, and fuch other politico-religious dramas; among 
which I muft not forget to mention—(what’s the name 
on’t, Mr. InquisiTor?—what’s the name on’t?—oh)— 
Perkin Warbeck, Or the Popifh Impoftor. 


Bur there isa fpecies of the drama, which has not yet 
been mentioned by any of the gentlemen who have {poke to 
the queftion, and which is very deficient in point of moral ; 
I mean, Pantomimes. Mr, Laws has been very fevere on 
the impiety of reprefenting heathen gods and goddeffes 
before a truly Chriftian audience: and to this we may add, 
that Harlequin is but a wicked fort of fellow, and is always 
running after the girls, For my part I have often blufhed 
to fee this impudent rake endeavouring to creep under 
Columbine’s petticoats, and at other times patting her neck, 
and laying his legs upon her lap. Nobody will fay indeed, 
that there is much virtue or morality in thefe entertainments: 
though it muft be confefled to the honour of our neighbour- 
ing houfe here, that the Necromancer and the Sorcerer, after 
having played many unchriftian pranks upon the ftage, are 
at laft fairly fent to the devil. I would therefore recom- 
mend it to our Pantomime-writers, that inftead of the 
s Cc Pantheon 
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Pantheon, or lewd comedies, they would take their fubjects 
from fome Old Garland, Moral Ballad, or Penny Hiftory 
Book. Suppofe, for example, they were to give us the ftory 
of Patient Grizzle in dumb thew; fetting forth, as how a 
noble lord fell in love with her, as he was hunting ;—and 
there you might have the fcene of the Spinning Wheel, and 
the fong of the Early Horn; — and as how, after many 
tryals of her patience, which they might reprefent by machi- 
nery, this lord at laft married her;—and then you may 
have a Grand Temple and a Dance. The other houfe have 
already revived the good old ftory of Fortunatus’s Withing- 
cap; and as they are fond of introducing little children in 
their entertainments, fuppofe they were to exhibit a Panto- 
mime of the Three Children in the Wood:— ’twould be 
vaftly pretty to fee the pafte-board robin-red-breafts let down 
by wires upon the ftage, to cover the poor innocent babes 
with paper leaves. But if they muft have Fairies, and Genii, 
I would advife them to take their ftories out of that pretty 
little book, called the Fairy Tales. I am fure, inftead of 
oftriches, dogs, horfes, lions, monkeys, &c. we fhould be 
full as well pleafed to fee the Wolf and little red Riding- 
Hood; and we fhould laugh vaftly at the adventures of Pujs 
in Boots. I need not point out the excellent moral, which 
would be inculcated by reprefentations of this kind; and 
I am confident they would meet with the deferved applaufe 
of all the old women and children in both galleries. 
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